Getting started (photo 1)

Chain 4, then slip stitch the last chain to the
first chain (photo 1). This will create a ring for
you to crochet your granny clusters in.
Alternatively, if you’'ve mastered the magic ring
you can use that one too as a substitution for
this step.

Round 1 (photos 2-6)

Chain 3. These three chains will count as your
first double crochet, which | will abbreviate
with dc from now on. Do you see the ring
you’ve created by chaining the first and last ch
together? The arrow in photo 2 indicates the
center hole. That’s where you are going to
crochet your first round in.

Make 2 dc in the ring indicated by the arrow

in photo 2. You just made your first granny
cluster (photo 3)! Chain 2. Those two chains
you just made form your first corner (one chain
on each side of the corner). Crochet 3dc in the
ring again. You now have made two granny
clusters and one corner, all in the same ring
(photo 4). You might already see part of a
square forming!

Now repeat the instructions "chain 2, 2dc in
center ring" 2 more times, to create two more
granny clusters and corners. Finally, make
another two chains for your final corner. Your
work will now look as in photo 5.
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Now you will need to close your round. Do this
by slip stitching the last chain into the third
chain of the chains you’ve started your round
with (photo 6). This closes your round and
brings you back to the starting point.

You just made the first round of your traditional
Granny square. This row constitutes the basic
stitches, and from here on it doesn't change all
that much. You can stop here or change to a
new color if you like.

Round 2 (photo 7-11)

You’re now going to start your next round. Your
first cluster will be a special one: usually, you
work your clusters in the chain spaces that you
created between clusters in the previous row
(in the case of Round 2, those are the corner
spaces). However, because you crochet from
right to left, there is no space for your other
stitches in this round: your cluster from the
previous round is in the way! That’s why we're
breaking up this cluster a little bit and finish it in
the final stitches of this round. Simply follow the
steps below, and it will make sense!

Chain 3. This will count as your starting dc again (photo 7).
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Chain 1 more. You have now made a dc (your first
three chains) and an extra chain for a chain space.
Remember, you only need one chain in between
clusters on the same side, and two chains if you're
crocheting a corner.

In the corner space of the previous round, crochet
3dc (photo 8). Do you see what’s happening? You're
going to make a new corner, in the corner space of
the previous round.

Chain 2, and then make another 3dc in
the same corner space (photo 9).

You’re going to continue like this around your
square. Chain 1 to create a chain space. Next,
crochet (3dc, 2 chains and 3dc) in the same corner
space. Repeat this until you end up on the side
where you started. In your final corner, be sure to
crochet 2dc instead of 3dc (photo 10). Why?
Because we started the round with our special
‘broken up’ cluster. We made three chains, and
those counted as our first dc. So now we add two at
the end of the round to complete the granny cluster.
Does it make sense now?

Slip stitch your last dc to the third chain of your first
three chains, and you’re done with this round as well
(photo 11).

_—
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Round 3 (photos 12-13)

Chain 3, those will count as your starting dc.
As you can see, this time you’re on the ‘right’
side of the previous’ round cluster. So there’s
no need to break up your first cluster like you
had to do in the previous round. Crochet 2
more dc in the chain-space (photo 12).

You’re now ready to crochet a corner again,
so repeat what you did last round. Make 3dc,
2 chains and 3dc in the same corner space.
Chain 1 to create a chain-space, and crochet
3dc in the next chain-space of the previous
round. Now you’re all ready at your next
corner! Continue like before, making corners
and granny clusters in between. Finally, close
the round with a slip stitch in the third chain of
your starting three chains (photo 13).
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Do you see a pattern emerging? Because you
make two granny clusters in each corner
space, you increase the number of chain spaces each round. That
means that each round, you can make one extra granny cluster in
between, helping you grow your granny square pattern larger and larger.
This is how you create a classic granny square.
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Basic granny square pattern

Abbreviations (US terms)

« beg: beginning

o ch: chain

« ch-sp: chain-space
« dc: double crochet
» ss: slip stitch

Basic Crochet pattern

Ch4, join with ss in first ch to close ring.

Round 1 Ch3 (counts as first dc), 2dc in ch-sp, (ch2, 3dc in ch-sp) 3 times, ch2,
join with ss in 3rd ch of beg-ch.

Round 2 Ch4 (counts as first dc + ch 1), *(3dc, ch2, 3dc) in corner ch-sp, chl;
repeat from * 2 more times, (3dc, ch2, 2dc) in corner ch-sp, join with ss in 3rd ch
of beg-ch.

Round 3 Ch3 (counts as first dc), 2dc in ch-sp, chl, *(3dc, ch2, 3dc) in corner
ch-sp, chl, 3dc in next ch-sp, chl; repeat from * 2 more times, (3dc, ch2, 3dc) in
corner ch-sp, chl, join with ss in 3rd ch of beg-ch.

Continue like in Round 3, but crochet 3dc and chl in each ch-sp in between
corner spaces. This will grow your granny square motif to the desired size.
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